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A humane answer for animals in need 

Some people have no qualms about purchasing goods from the back of a truck. A bit of argy-bargy haggling, 
a simmering down, then a handover of cash. Little fuss or muss. No questions asked, and the sale is 
concluded.

Any pangs of conscience — if they come at all — will only settle in after the item is safely ensconced in the 
purchaser’s home. After all, it was a bargain right? Any question of provenance — the ownership history — 
of that new chesterfield will have to come later, after the new owners have played couch potato on it for a 
year or so.

What’s the difference between that and purchasing a puppy after seeing a cute photo on an internet site and 
not ascertaining where the pup was bred or demanding to see its mother? Does radar sound if there’s a 
suspicion that it could be a puppy-mill dog?

Puppy mills — disreputable, substandard dog-breeding operations — are a recurring subject of media 
attention that generally enters and leaves a news cycle when a shocking instance of this impropriety 
surfaces. Such was the case this week with the story of Daisy, a six-year-old cocker spaniel rescued in 
Wellesley Township in June. 

A puppy-mill dog, Daisy suffered from an advanced case of glaucoma that led to the removal of her eyes. A 
front-page photo of her in the arms of her rescuer, Kimberly Thomas, in Thursday’s Record must have 
provoked a range of emotions. Similar reactions must also attend a photo of the eyeless canine that’s been 
posted to a Facebook page by Thomas to raise awareness of the often horrific conditions of puppy mills, 
unsanitary mass-breeding facilities where veterinary care, if it’s available at all, is minimal.

Like any other operation that works in secrecy, puppy mills rise or fall on those who enable them. These are 
customers who patronize them either directly, unknowingly or through wilful blindness without asking the 
proper questions in an internet or pet shop purchase.

The surprise is that these operations exist at all, with so many reasonable alternatives available to 
prospective pet owners. Honourable dog breeders aren’t exactly difficult to find. And then there is the 
humane society.

The Kitchener-Waterloo Humane Society is carrying out its first 24-hour adopt-athon, in response to a surfeit 
of kittens and cats the agency found in its care this spring and summer. The event started Friday afternoon 
and continues until 4 p.m. today. The humane society is hoping to find homes for a minimum of 100 of these 
cats and kittens, as well as dogs. This may be a good time to acquaint, or reacquaint, yourself with this 
service. 

Dogs, in the main, are loving creatures, and those in animal shelters are no less so. They will love you just 
as well.
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